WHIZZZA DEBUT

Seen it, flown it, got the tee shirt – definitely not!

It may look fairly conventional but its performance is nothing short of awesome. I can hardly begin to describe what it can do. You will just have to have one to appreciate it, because if I tell it as it is, you won’t believe me.

To give you an idea, the day before I finished the Whizzza I managed to crash my favourite old hack, which will remain nameless. It is about the same size as the Whizzza and I used to chuck it about the sky in a similar way to how I would expect the Whizzza to fly. To say I was devastated is an exaggeration but I was really annoyed at loosing this model. The next day, despite my loss, I was looking forward to a maiden flight, like you do, but I had no great expectations and certainly no idea what I was actually in for. In an instant after the launch I had a smile on my face and in a few minutes I was actually pleased I had moved on from my old hack.

Before I continue I need to explain how I got the model in the first place. As a member of the Warwick Model Flyers we were looking for a club model for club fun competitions like pylon races, spot landings, all up last down, etc.

It needed to be up to 40 sized, glow or electric, and big enough for standard radio because we all have this stuff lying about just waiting for a model to come along. It shouldn’t be too big, but it should be cheap enough for all budgets and simple enough to build for the ARTF junkies. Simple really!

At this point it is important to mention fellow club member, Richard Le Mare. He had been looking at previous designs from Nigel Hawes but the new unreleased Whizzza was presented as viable. So Richard did all of the running about and turned up at the AGM with a part built sample of the Whizzza and proceeded to convince about 20 of us to part with the cash. We now have a very new club model in every sense. With 20 models in the club this will make for plenty of summer Whizzzing.
The original sample needed a home and despite the slight premium I must have been first up with my hand (Yes I am one of the ARTF junkies). This is how I got a head start as all I had to do was cover it and fit it out.
Needless to say mine was ready to go first and so it did with most of the club watching. Last year only half the members built their club models, this year there is a race to finish them having seen the first one fly.

In the absence of any instructions I took the sales pitch literally and grafted an Irvine 39 on the front. Unfortunately I had to loose the cowl but I did manage to soft mount the engine. It would just take standard servos but with a heavy motor I chose to use HS81’s and I also put one on each aileron. 

To get a good balance point I ended up with the rudder and elevator servos in the tail along with the battery and receiver. There is plenty of room for this and I did not need to add any extra weight. All up and dry it came out at 2lb 14ozs.

To be fair it is really designed for a 25 or a 600 electric, which makes mine over powered and over weight. So we know it is going to be a pocket rocket but what else?

The obvious bit

Its fast, yes.

It’s vertical, easily and straight up.

The interesting bit 

Inverted, almost no down required.

Knife edge, rock steady.

Accurate.

The amazing bit

It slows down to almost nothing.

It just hangs in the air, no wing rocking.

Impossible to stall, yes really.

It will hover too.

All this on a flat sheet wing!

I did say no one would believe it, so try it. I know our club is in for a lot of fun.

Cheers Richard and, of-course, Nigel for designing a little cracker.

Happy landings,

Allan Ballard

